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A Letter from 
the Chaplain

A Letter from 
the Principal

Dear Friends and Families,

What an amazing start to our 2017-2018 school year. We have been blessed with many opportunities to 
challenge our students both spiritually and academically.

Spiritually, we highlight our Catholic faith. Our students are utilizing the power of prayer. We begin our 
day with prayer. Coaches lead their athletic teams in prayer, and all of our extra-curricular events begin 
with prayer. Stressing the power of prayer helps our students focus on what is most important. Teachers 
have started a new program in which students learn a new virtue each week which is stressed through-
out the school. These virtues such as honesty, courage, humility, and determination help the students 
gain the moral values that will help them become leaders while they attend St. Teresa, and
after graduation.

Academically, we continue to challenge our students to achieve. We offer a wide ranging curriculum 
of classes including college level dual credit and AP classes. We continue to uphold an extremely high 
graduation rate and 100% of our students move on to college or the military. You, as supporters of St. 
Teresa help to make these great things happen.

Sincerely,
Larry B. Daly - Principal

As chaplain here at St. Teresa High School, I work very closely with Ms. Joan Cinotto, our campus 
minister, to bring about a more enriching experience of Christ.

Our focus on Christ has never been more evident. You can feel the evidence of this focus…its palpable!  
The students are alive in Christ. Our weekly chapel masses have been full, and our all school masses 
have an energy that’s jubilant. Our freshman retreat with the REAP team from St. Louis, was a really 
fun day of self-discovery, learning the hurts that others may be carrying, and how to let this new knowl-
edge grow them into true disciples here at St. Teresa. Our Sophomore boy’s and girl’s retreats were a 
great success that taught many lessons, gave great witness to Christ’s J.O.Y. that can be found in true 
love, and a fun time to be away and just rest in the Lord.  

Our continued focus on service is integral to the spiritual life here at St. Teresa as Christ calls us to 
serve those in need and witness to his love in our community.  

Catholic Athletes for Christ is getting up and running this year, bringing Christ to our sports programs 
and athletes. Coach Tom Noonan has really inspired this CAC group to be the Catholic Athletes Christ 
is calling us to be.

A new campus ministry “club” called the Avilites, named after our patroness St. Teresa of Avila was 
created and Ms. C has truly brought this group to life.

Our virtue of the week program has become an aspect of every part of life here at St. Teresa.  Forming 
virtuous leaders is a central aspect of what Christ calls us to do in the lives of our students -- forming 
them in virtue as leaders in our Church, our families, and our society.

Thank you for your continued support in the life of St. Teresa High School! Please don’t forget to con-
tinue to pray for our students, our faculty and staff, and especially for our retreats.  As I said our mis-
sion and focus to bring Christ to our students cannot be done without your support, and especially your 
prayerful support! Know of my gratitude, and yes, the students' gratitude!
 
Fr. Steven Arisman - Chaplain
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On August 1, 2017 St. Teresa High School launched its newest campaign – Sustain the Future. The 
goal of this campaign is to raise $10.5 million with the �rst $500 thousand being set aside for the 
operational needs and the remaining $10 million going into the St. Teresa Educational Foundation. By 
adding this new money to the Foundation’s current endowment of $5.6 million, the Foundation would 

provide increased support towards St. Teresa High School’s operating budget. 

To fully meet the operational needs of a private school like St. Teresa, funding from many sources is 
needed. Tuition and fees alone, which now stands at $7,250 per student, covers only 53% of the 

school’s costs. Philanthropy and general fundraising activity provide the second highest revenue.

To read more about the Sustain the Future campaign, make a pledge or gift, and stay up-to-date on the progress visit www.st-teresahs.org/stf.

To have a conversation about how you can have a lasting impact on this campaign contact:

Dr. Kenneth C. Hendriksen
Executive Director

kch@st-teresahs.org

Brandon J. Barney
Vice President

brandon.barney@st-teresahs.org

To-date, the Sustain the Future campaign is 54% to our goal, receiving commitments totaling 
$5.713 million. We are extremely blessed and appreciative of the generosity of these commitments. 

However, we still must raise more to hit our goal – and we need your help now to do so!

$10.5
Million Goal

54%

Advancement O�ce  |  217-875-7950  | 2710 North Water St.  |  Decatur, IL 62526
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Football
Bulldogs make it to the second round of play-offs. After a state runner up finish 
in 2016, St. Teresa moved up into Class 3A for the post season. The Bulldogs 
finished the season with a final record of 9-2, losing only to Tuscola and then 
Carlinville in the play offs. In the Central Illinois Conference, St. Teresa took 2nd 
place with a record of 6-1. Congratulations to Jacardia Wright for earning All-
State honors for the 2nd year in a row.

Soccer
The Boys’ soccer team had a record breaking season ending the 
year 18-2-1, the best record in program history. The Bulldogs 
brought home three championship finishes including the Regional 
Championship, City Championship and St. Teresa Tournament 
Championship.

Individual awards:
MVP: Christian Herrera, Leo Berger Award: Christopher Herrera, Most Improved: Giovanni Fuentes, 
Defensive MVP: Scott Finley, Offensive MVP: Edgar Onate, Vince Koester – 13 Shutouts for a program 
record.

Special Note from Coach:
Coaching for St. Teresa (my alma mater, 2002) has been an honor and privilege. What we have accomplished in 
my seven seasons at the helm has been made possible by the hard work of our student athletes. The young men 
and women that I’ve been so fortunate to coach have impacted my life 
and I will always be indebted to my players. Thank you to my St. Teresa 
family and Go Dawgs!!!  - Coach Cantwell

Volleyball
The 2017 Lady Bulldogs finished the season with a 17-19 overall record 
and 6-1 record in the CIC, while battling through one of the toughest 
schedules in the conference. The season came to an end during the 
regional championship match vs Maroa-Forsyth. With a large group of 
returning starters, St. Teresa Volleyball has many years of success ahead 
of us.

All Conference Team: Unanimous 1st Team – Abby Robinson, 1st Team – 
DaeLin Switzer, 2nd Team – Lexie Huck, Honorable Mention – Meredith 
Brinkoetter.

Cross Country
Girls Cross Country: The girls team won their 9th conference team title 
in the last 10 years and brought home trophies in 4 other invitationals. 
Individually the team was led by Veronica Hein who finished 8th at the 
State meet, earning her All-State Honors. Veronica was also Regional 
runner up and a top 5 medal winner at Sectionals as well as being the CIC 
conference champion. The team also 

had 4 other girls earn All-Conference honors, Pamela Tacud, Morgan 
Brummer, Grace Lehmann and Katie Dunscomb.

Boys Cross Country: The boys team qualified for Sectionals and was led 
by All-State runner Jackson Stewart.  Jackson finished 12th at the State 
meet, which is the highest finish in St. Teresa boys cross country history. 
In addition, Jackson was a top 5 medal winner at both Regionals and 
Sectionals and was the CIC Conference champion. 
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WSOY Food Drive
St. Teresa High School comes in as winner 
of the school competition for the 16th 
WSOY Community Food Drive with over 
250,000 pounds of food donated towards 
the greater 1.5-million-pound goal. St. 
Teresa will be presented with a check 
for $2,500 from NowDecatur for placing 
1st. A special thank you to all students, 
families and community members that 
donated in St. Teresa’s name this year. 

As part of the WSOY Community Food Drive, St. Teresa participated in Hickory Point Bank’s kick-off event 
at Central Park in Downtown Decatur by constructing two can sculptures. The first sculpture was an American 
Flag built out of StarKist Tuna and Campbell’s Soup cans. The second was a four-sided cube that featured 
iconography from classic video games like Pac-Man and Super Mario Bros.

Lend-A-Hand Day
The St. Teresa High School motto is Serviam, which means “I will serve.” To honor that motto, St. Teresa 
students flooded the Decatur community to provide service during their “Lend-A-Hand Day” on Friday, October 
13, 2017. Principal Larry Daly said, “Lend-A-Hand Day is vital to teaching our students the importance of 
service to one another. The Bible teaches us that ‘Jesus came not to be served, but to serve,’ so we make it a 
priority for us as a school to give back to our community and to those in need.”  Students helped out at many 
places like Catholic Charities, Macon County Animal Shelter, and the Northeast Community Fund and many 
others throughout the city.
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Grandparents’ Day
This fall’s Grandparents’ Day was, once again, well attended having nearly 100 grandparents present to enjoy 
lunch with their students. Thanks again to all those grandparents that attended, and we look forward to seeing 
you again next year!

Bulldog for a Day
This fall, St. Teresa hosted “Bulldogs for a Day” week 
giving students from St. Patrick, Our Lady of Lourdes, 
and Holy Family Catholic schools a preview of what it 
will be like when they reach high school at St. Teresa. 
Students toured the school, participated in two classroom 
experiments, and enjoyed lunch with current high school 
students. 

Fall Play
The fall production of “12 Angry Jurors” was another 
great success. Nearly 40 students in all had a role in putting on the play, including the cast and crew. Members of 
the play also got to experience a behind-the-scenes look of what it is like to be a real juror by touring the Macon 
County Court House. Students spend many weeks rehearsing to make everything come together. Congratulations 
on a job well done!

DAR & SAR
Congratulations to Jayden Smith and Peyton 
Wagner for being selected as the 2017 Sons (SAR) 
and Daughters (DAR) of the American Revolution 
Outstanding Citizens Award.

Millikin High School Art Show
Congratulations to Jacquand Jones and Clayton Bolen 
on having their artwork accepted in to the Millikin High 
School Art Show! Their work was on display in the 
Perkinson Gallery of Kirkland Fine Arts Center from 
November 4th through the 18th. 
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Alumni Reunions Held This Year   |   67 – 50 Year   |   77 – 40 year (pictured)   |   97 – 20 Year

Tom McNamara, a 1959 graduate of St. Teresa High School, 
was honored during Homecoming for having served 60 years 
as a sports writer in the Decatur Community. “He is an IBCA 
Hall of Famer who has highlighted St. Teresa and other area 
schools in an exemplary manner.” Dr. Ken Hendriksen stated. 
Tom is one of four generations to attend St. Teresa, late father, 
Thomas J., graduated in 1935, Tom in 1959, daughter Michelle 
(McNamara) Robinson in 1989, son Brian McNamara in 1993, 
whose two daughters, Madison and Sydney are junior and 
sophomores here now. Congratulations again, Tom!

Alumni Spotlights
As part of our Learning to Lead theme for the year, we 
are introducing a monthly Alumni Spotlight. Read the full 
spotlights online at www.st-teresahs.org/alumni-spotlight.

Jim Alling ’79
Aimee (Lashmet) Fyke ’85
Scott Van Lyssel ’88
Jillian Devereux Peters ’08



New Scoreboard in Joe Venturi Gymnasium:
Thank you to the many donors that made this much-
needed improvement a reality. Your support is greatly 
appreciated.

Thank You for the Donations!

Computer Lab: 3D Printer & Digital Drawing Tablets 

General Use: Scantron SCORE Scanner & Software 
(Est. Cost $2,500)

Math Department: TI-84+CE Graphing Calculators &
Funding for New Desks

Honors Physics: CPO photogates, the photogate tech 
boxes that record the information, the incline planes 
and carts that go with them. (Est. Cost $2,500)

International Club: Plates, Cups, Napkins & 
Silverware

St. Teresa Wish List

www.st-teresahs.org
twitter.com.SaintTeresaHS
facebook.com/stteresahs
Follow Us!
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• MEGA Raffle Kick-Off -April 6

• MEGA Early Bird Drawing - May  4 
• St. Teresa Graduation - May 13
• St. Teresa Golf Outing - May 14
• MEGA Raffle Grand 

Prize Drawing - June 8

Save the Date
• Spring Musical - "Sister Act" - March 2-3
• Freshman/New Student Registration - March 13
• Visit Day - 8th Grade/Transfers - April 3

2018
Benefit Calendars are Here!

Help support St. Teresa by purchasing a wall 
calendar with a chance to win money every day 
of the year -- and you can win more than once!

$30 each calendar. 

Contact the Advancement Office at
217-875-7950 to get yours today.


